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380 Ezra Fisher 

Rock Island, 111., Aug. 29, '44. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

Through the appointment of the Iowa Baptist Convention, 
at this late date, I proceed to give you a brief outline of the 
wants of the Baptists in this growing territory. ... At 
this time the population of this territory is but a fraction less 
than PfyOOO 66 souls, occupying a region of country about 120 
miles from east to west, and from the mouth of the Des Moines 
to Prairedes Chien [Prairie du Chien], and soon the entire 
territory from the Mississippi to the Missouri will give place 
to civilization. Lee County contains 9900 souls, several flour- 
ishing villages on the rivers, two churches, and four preachers 
who work on their farms. Des Moines has 9109 souls. Five or 
six openings for Baptist preaching. Burlington, with a popu- 
lation of 2000 souls and about 15 Baptist members, is wholly 
neglected. A Baptist church might here be easily collected. 
Louisa Co., 3,238 souls, one church and one Baptist minister. 
Van Buren Co., 9,019; facilities for agriculture and manu- 
factories are very great; at present two Baptist ministers. 
Keosauqua, an important point, has a church greatly needing 
a minister, and the ministers in this county have to spend a 
portion of their time in other counties. Henry County con- 
tains 6,017 souls. Elder Burnet has organized a church in 
the county seat in the midst of about 700 souls, and preaches 
half of his time with this church. Most of this county is 
destitute of Baptist preaching. Jefferson County contains 
5694 souls almost entirely destitute of Baptist preaching, 
except occasionally, and that rarely, when a Baptist minister 
travels that way and preaches a sermon to a few scattered 
Baptists and others who gladly hear the Word. Two small 
churches were recently organized in this county, but the county 
town is entirely neglected by our ministers. Baptists have 
joined other churches temporarily (a bad business) because 
they have no Baptist preaching. Washington Co. contains 



66 A census of 1836 showed the counties of Demoine and Dubuque, which 
included the present Iowa, to have a population of 10,521. In 1838 Iowa Terri- 
tory had a population of 21,859. William Salter, Iowa, pp. 208, 230. 

In 1840 its population was 43,112, and in 1850, 192,214. Am. Cyc. 1X1332. 
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3120 souls. Br. Elliott some time ago visited this county and 
baptized a few. A church, in a somewhat flourishing condi- 
tion at the county seat, needs a pastor immediately. Muscatine 
County, 2882 souls, with a church at Bloomington, is about 
to settle a pastor. In this county are several interesting open- 
ings for Baptist preaching. In the above named churches are 
two licensed preachers who might be rendered quite useful 
as preachers, but are obliged to pursue their ordinary occupa- 
tions. Scott County has 2750 souls, two churches and one 
minister. Davenport, without Baptist preaching, has a popu- 
lation of 1000. Johnson and Cedar Counties, with a popula- 
tion of 5166, and Linn, with a population 2643, have four 
churches and a number of important settlements with but one 
ordained minister. Clinton and Jackson Cos., with a population 
of about 3000 souls and two organized churches and probably 
another soon to be constituted at De Witt, have no ordained 
minister and only the occasional labors of Elder Brown. 
DuBuque has 4052 souls, one church at the seat of Justice and 
an ordained minister. The remaining counties, together with 
the new purchase 50 miles in width extending the entire length 
of the Ter. from north to south, the southern portion of which 
is becoming thickly settled, for a new country, with farms from 
10 to 100 acres already under cultivation, contain a population 
of at least 22,000 souls with but one Baptist minister and two 
small churches, although there are a very considerable number 
of brethren and sisters scattered through this region, like sheep 
without a shepherd, anxiously desiring and praying that God 
send them the faithful missionary who will collect them into 
churches and administer to them the ordinances of the gospel. 
Now, dear brother, what does this territory need? Do we 
not need one man in each of these counties, at least ? Do we 
not need one minister in each of the important towns . . . 
who can devote himself entirely to the work . . . assigned 
him ? Then, if we could have a few of our ministering brethren 
who would like to settle their rising families on farms, so that 
they could devote a portion of their time to preaching the Word 
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and gathering up churches and at the same time bless Zion, 
their own families and their own souls . . . the labors 
of such brethren would be appreciated. Perhaps more than 
all, we need wise lay brethren to move to our Territory for 
the sake of doing good. Men of prayer, good works, and 
faith too, who are well established in the doctrines of the 
gospel, who know well how to sympathize with the ministry 
and devise and execute plans by which the ministry may be 
kept constantly employed in their peculiar calling. Now 
let us ask you, Will our ministers and deacons and churches 
in the older and more favored portions of our land compare 
our destitution and prospects for usefulness with their own and 
then, in the fear of God, ask what they can do for us? By 
order of the convention. Ezra Fisher, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

N. B. — I learn that 1500 souls have crossed the Rocky 
Mountains this summer for Oregon. 67 Please let me know if 
the Board will appoint Br. Johnson to go out with us next 
spring? We have a promising young Br. in this place from 
Mass. by the name of Stone, whom I think this Church will 
invite to become their pastor when we leave. 

Yours, E. F. 



Rock Island, 111., Sept. 16, 1844. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

Should providence open the door, we expect to leave for 
Oregon early next spring with the companies that will then 
go out to Oregon and California. I should like to know 
whether the Board will be willing that the appointment shall 
be so made that the services shall commence at the time of 
our departure. 



67 McLoughlin placed the number of the immigrants of 1844 at 1,475. Ban- 
croft, Hist, of Ore. 1:448. 

George H. Himes, as a result of extensive researches, believes it to have 
been only 600 or 700. British officers in Oregon in 1845-6 placed it at about' 
1000. Documents Relative to Warre and Vavasour's Military Reconnoisance in 
Oregon, 1841-6, ed. by Joseph Scrafer, in Ore. Hist. Soc. Quar. X:n. 
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You will allow me to repeat the earnest request that Br. 
Johnson be appointed, if practicable, to accompany me. My 
views of the importance of the enterprise are in no way dimin- 
ished. A company will go to California next spring, 68 among 
which will be several valuable Baptist families, who will settle 
with the companies that have gone before them on the 
Sacramento River near San Francisco Bay. Is it not time 
that the Baptists had two missionaries west of the mountains 
to look after the rising interests on the Pacific? Our health 
is tolerably good, but sickness is becoming more frequent than 
it has been this season. 

I shall forward my quarterly report by the next mail. 

Yours truly, 

Ezra Fisher. 

P. S. — Please write me soon and let me know the wishes of 
the Board respecting the contemplated mission. 

Yours, E. F. 

Rock Island, 111., Sept. 17th, 1844. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br: 

I proceed to make my report for the first quarter under the 
appointment bearing date May 1st. . . . 

I have preached thirty-five sermons, attended sixteen prayer 
meetings, five conference meetings, seven covenant meetings, 
and traveled three hundred and twenty-five miles. We have 
no conversions to record within our congregations. Baptized 
none. Received three by letter. Have made seventy-five pas- 
toral visits and attended one funeral, a member of this church. 
Monthly concert is attended with this church. Visited one 
common school. Obtained no signatures to the temperance 
pledge. We have one young brother fitting for college; as 



68 The first important overland immigration to California from the United 
States was in 1841. Bancroft, Hist, of California IV:263. 

The overland immigration of 1845, the preparations for which are here men- 
tioned, numbered about ISO. Ibid. Iv:57i. 
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yet he has not avowed his intentions for the ministry. Organ- 
ized no church. No minister ordained. Received sixty-five 
dollars toward my support ($65.00). Received nothing for 
any of the missionary, educational or other benevolent so- 
cieties. We have received nothing from any of the auxiliary 
societies towards my salary. One Bible class, about 15 scholars. 
Three Sunday schools, about 15 teachers, sixty-five scholars, 
and about 150 volumes in the libraries. Done nothing to the 
meeting house since my last report. 

The Campbellites are making great efforts in this place and 
vicinity to draw off members of other denominations, and, in 
view of all the circumstances, I have thought it my duty to 
deliver a lecture each Sabbath on the doctrines and ordinances 
of the gospel; thus far they seem to awaken an interest by 
confirming the brethren and eliciting the attention of the com- 
munity. Amid the flood of error with which we are surrounded, 
we greatly need the truths of God's Word exhibited in the 
spirit of meekness and zeal of the primitive Christians. Truly 
we need the wisdom of the serpent as well as the harmless- 
ness of the dove. I have never witnessed in any place in the 
valley so much determined opposition to the Baptists, as such, 
as in Rock Island and vicinity. Perhaps I have never felt 
more forcibly . . . the thought that the gospel and the 
whole gospel is God's appointed means of accomplishing his 
purposes in bringing sinners to repentance and establishing 
the churches in the truth than during the past quarter. 

In the midst of our labors and trials, I have one great con- 
solation, that I, in common with all the missionaries of your 
Society, have the prayers of hundreds of thousands of God's 
dear people. Yours respectfully, 

Ezra Fisher, 
Missionary. 

I am waiting with some solicitude to hear from you relative 
to the subject of Oregon. 

Cannot Br. Johnson be appointed to go out with us ? 

Yours, E. Fisher. . . . 
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Rock Island, 111., Nov. Sth, 1844. 
Rev. B. M. Hill. 

Dear Br. : Yours of Sept. 27th was duly received, and I 
now take pen to answer it, together with other communica- 
tions which it becomes my duty to make in the same sheet. The 
Board of the I[owa] Conv. understands the course your 
Board has pursued in relation to Br. Seeley's tour last spring 
and are satisfied, I believe. 

On this subject of my going to Oregon next spring, I would 
state that my views have in no way altered as regards the im- 
portance of carrying the Gospel of Christ there immediately 
and, unless some special providence intervenes, we shall make 
our arrangements to leave this place some time in the month 
of April next. The question whether the time of our service 
commences when we leave this place or when we arrive at the 
field of our future labor will not be material with me farther 
than the settlement of the question whether the amount will 
enable me to devote myself to the work of the ministry un- 
impeded by secular labor. I trust my ruling desire is to 
render the greatest possible service to the cause of Christ; 
I feel perfectly willing to refer that matter to your Board. 

I have never asked what were the views of the Board re- 
specting the time of the transmission of the funds to me for 
my services during the year after our arrival. I suppose, how- 
ever, that such would be the distance and difficulty of regular 
communication from Oregon to N. York and so long a time 
must necessarily intervene between the time of making my 
reports and that of receiving funds in answer to said reports, 
your Board would advance to me the amount agreed upon for 
one year before taking our departure from this place. Your 
Board may possibly know of some convenient and safe way 
of transmitting drafts so that they may reach us seasonably 
to prevent us from being reduced to sufferings for the want 
of the common comforts of life. 69 I intended to have laid that 
subject before you personally while at Syracuse last fall, but 



69 See note 7a. 
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it did not occur to my mind when I could have an interview 
with you. Br. John Peck however advised me personally. 
He thought in this case it would be the pleasure of the Board 
to advance the year's salary before we left Iowa. I have just 
received a letter from Br. Johnson still expressing a strong 
desire to accompany me to Oregon, informing me that you say, 
if money can be raised, he can be appointed to go with me, 
provided he can receive a recommendation from the Executive 
Board of the Iowa Baptist Convention. This being the case, 
I laid the subject before said Board on the first instant, and 
the Board passed the following resolutions : 

1st. Resolved that this board cordially recommend Elder 
Hezekiah Johnson as a most suitable man for the A. B. H. M. 
Soc's. Board to appoint as a missionary to Oregon to ac- 
company Elder Ezra Fisher to that field next Spring. 

2d. Resolved, that the Secretary .be instructed to accom- 
pany this recommendation with a brief description of Elder 
Johnson's qualifications for a missionary in a new country. 
In complying with these instructions, I will simply state that 
I am confident I give the sentiment of every faithful Baptist 
in Iowa who knows him when I say that Br. Johnson's uni- 
form ardent piety, his strong perceptive and comparing powers, 
his originality of thought, his familiarity with Bible doctrines, 
the facility with which he defends them, exposes error in the 
spirit of the gospel, and the long experience he has had as a 
faithful pioneer of the West in planting and fostering churches, 
as well as enduring hardships and privations, render him 
eminently qualified for the work of a missionary in a new coun- 
try, where error is rife and counsellors are few. Without de- 
traction from the merits of all our worthy brethren, I speak 
the sentiments of all when I say he is regarded as one of the 
few fathers of our denomination in Iowa. I have long known 
him and taken great pleasure in his counsels. Your Board will 
not wonder then when I repeat the earnest request that Br. 
Johnson may be appointed to accompany me. Will you think 
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of from 7000 to 10,000™ souls in Oregon within two days' 
ride from the mouth of the Willamette, 71 speaking- the English 
language, and that number fast increasing from the western, 
the eastern and middle states, without a single Baptist preacher, 
and will not your Board appoint this one more missionary that 
we may follow the example set by our blessed Saviour of 
sending out his disciples by two's? If no other way can be 
devised, will your Board not encourage Br. Johnson to circu- 
late in New England and raise the requisite funds during 
the winter ? God knows what is best, and, if my importunity 
is too great, I know he will pardon and I trust you will do 
the same. 

I attended the Davenport Association the second week in 
Oct. at Marion, the county seat of Lynn County, Iowa. The 
session was harmonious and one of more than usual interest 
and some tokens of divine favor were manifest. Collections 
were taken in aid of the home and foreign missions. We trust 
a lasting blessing will follow. On Saturday before the fourth 
Sab. in Oct., we organized a new association in this place 
known by the name of Rock Island Baptist Association, in- 
cluding but four churches, but an extent of territory more than 
100 miles in length on the Mississippi. 

Although the weather was unfavorable, the scene was truly 
pleasing, and on Sab. a collection was taken in favor of home 
missions amounting to four dollars and sixty cents. I will 
forward you the minutes of said association when published. 



70 This number was largely over-estimated. In his letter of Feb. 27, 1846, 
written after he reached Oregon, the author places the population at five or 
six thousand, and this was after the population had been about doubled by the 
immigration of 1845. Deducting this, the population in 1844 would be between 
two and three thousand. Bancroft places it at the latter figure. Hist, of Ore. 
1:508. G. H. Himes thinks it was 1,200 or 1,500. Lieut. Piel gave it as 3,000 
before the coming of the 1845 immigration, and Warre and Vavasour gave it as 
6,000 after the immigration came. See J. Schafer in Ore. Hist. Soc. Quar. X:53. 

71 The origin and the original form of the name Willamette are obscure. 
G. H. Himes finds the meaning of "Green Water" given it in two early, entirely 
independent sources. If these sources are reliable, it is an Indian name and the 
present spelling closely approximates the original sound. See also in the spelling: 
Bancroft, Hist, of N. W. Coast II:6o, 61, where a summary of different author- 
ities is given. , . t . 
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I have used the above named $4.60 and will deduct the same 
from my next draft. 

Your unworthy br. in Christ, 

Ezra Fisher, 
Sec. pro tern., 
Iowa Bapt. Conv. 

Rock Island, 111., Dec. 16th, 1844. 

Corresponding Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

It becomes my duty in the order of God's providence to make 
my second quarterly report. 

My time has been devoted almost exclusively to the work 
during the quarter, and more than an ordinary portion of my 
time has been spent in associations and convention. During 
the quarter I have preached twenty-eight sermons and partici- 
pated in almost all the public discussions which have come 
before the public meetings of our denomination, such as home 
and foreign missions, Bible cause, publication cause, education, 
etc. Attended twenty weekly prayer and conference meetings, 
as the church in this place sustains both a weekly prayer meet- 
ing and conference meeting, which have been well sustained 
through the season. Attended four covenant meetings and two 
church meetings, four meetings of the Board of the Iowa Con- 
vention, traveled five hundred and forty miles. I have no 
evidence of any case of hopeful conversion during the quarter, 
yet we have had the satisfaction of seeing an increased atten- 
tion in several instances in our congregations. I have bap- 
tised none. We have received three by letter during the quarter. 
I have made sixty-five (65) pastoral visits. We sustain the 
monthly concert in the church in this place instead of our week- 
ly prayer meeting. I have visited two (2) common schools. 
Obtained no signatures to the temperance pledge. No young 
men preparing for the ministry. Neither organized a church 
or assisted in ordaining a minister. Assisted in the organiza- 
tion of an association in this place. Have received about fifty 
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dollars toward my support, on the subscription for my salary, 
received four dollars and sixty cents, the amount of a collec- 
tion taken up at the organization of the Rock Island associa- 
tion for the cause of Home Missions, and nine ($9) dollars 
from the home missionary society in the Mt. Pleasant church, 
Henry County, where I preach once a month; have received 
nothing for the Foreign Missions, Bible Publication or Educa- 
tion Societies. 

We have one Bible class of about fifteen scholars, and three 
small Sabbath schools. The one in this place is quite small and 
quite interesting; about thirty-five children and ten teachers. 
The one with the Mt. Pleasant church comprises both young 
and old and is quite small. . . . The other is sustained 
by a Br. Gillmore, twelve miles south of this. It has about 
thirty children. The church in this place are now making an 
effort, and I think it will be successful, to finish the house we 
purchased last summer. This has engaged part of my time 
the past week. 

I have during the quarter attended the Davenport Associa- 
tion and the convention at Canton in this state. On the whole, 
although we have witnessed no marked tokens of divine favor, 
yet we think the churches are becoming more consistent, exer- 
cising a better discipline, and evince a laudable growth in the 
Christian graces, and I can but feel a degree of assurance that 
God will soon appear in answer to the prayers of his people 
to revive his work with us. . . . 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Ezra Fisher, 
Missionary at Rock Island. 

N. B. — Yours of Nov. 29th came to hand today, informing 
me of the appointment of Br. H. Johnson to accompany me to 
Oregon. The intelligence rejoiced my soul. May God favour 
the decision of your Board and greatly bless the enterprise. We 
are making every arrangement to leave as early as the tenth 
of April, should the All Wise permit. 
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I will answer partly your proposed questions. I verily be- 
lieve the enterprise is of God and trust he will prosper it and 
fondly hope the time is not distant, when we shall see churches 
in Oregon able and ready to sustain the gospel and even carry 
it to others. Your Board will readily see that I can give 
you no definite answer. I am willing to confide that matter 
to the wisdom and integrity of the Board, when they shall 
have learned the true state of the cause by an actual survey 
of the field. 

I should hope never to encumber the cause of missions with 
any obligation to support my family, while my labours are un- 
profitable. As soon as we can open the way for our support 
in Oregon, it will be our greatest pleasure to see your Board 
directing their aid to other and more destitute fields. As it 
relates to remittance after the expiration of the first year, should 
your Board think it for the honour of the cause to continue my 
services, I think, were you to permit us to make drafts at the 
expiration of each semi-annual report on your treasurer, or on 
yourself, we could sell those drafts by endorsing them our- 
selves, as I understand there is a merchant from Boston doing 
business at Oregon City at the falls of the Willamette. 72 

Yours, E. F. . . . 

Rock Island, 111., Jan. 10, 1845. 
Rev. B. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

In my quarterly report of December 16th I promised to 
write you soon and give the Board in brief my views of the plan 
of our future operations in Oregon, should God graciously per- 
mit us to labor in that field. 

We expect to find our field of labor, so far as our denomi- 
nation is concerned, in an entirely new and unformed state; 
we shall consequently find everything to do or things will be 



72 This is possibly a reference to F. W. Pettygrove, the Oregon City agent 
of A. G. and A. W. Benson. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:417, am. 

Money could also have been sent by Hudson Bay Company's drafts. 
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left undone. We know some Baptist members have emi- 
grated to that country 73 and others are going, but it is reason- 
able to suppose they are scattered. Should Br. Johnson accept 
of the appointment, which I trust he will, I would suppose we 
should select two of the most favorable positions to reach the 
greatest amount of inhabitants, on or near the navigable waters 
and as near each other as circumstances will admit, so as to 
enjoy each others' counsels and, as circumstances permit, labor 
in public, and in these places make it our great business to 
establish churches in the apostolic order. 

I presume we shall find, in exploring the field, more points 
of importance that we shall be able to visit monthly on the 
Sabbaths. I think it probable we may find it our duty to 
establish something like circuits which we may reach period- 
ically, while others more remote may demand occasional visits. 
I trust we shall feel that our great business will be preaching 
the Word both publicly and from house to house. Yet in a 
country where education is unprovided for by law, 74 and where 
every false religionist is propagating his dogmas through the 
medium of schools, it seems almost indispensible to the greatest 
and most permanent usefulness of the gospel minister that he 
become the guardian of youth and patron of moral and re- 
ligious education. The Pope of Rome has already appointed 
a Bishop of Oregon and has sent out two ecclesiastics, and 
with these fathers are to be sent seven female missionaries 
and a number of priests. 75 I therefore think that, at an early 



73 A number of Baptists, prominent among whom was David T. Lenox, had 
come to Oregon with the immigration of 1843. Lenox and a number of others 
settled on Tualatin plains and there organized in May, 1844, a Baptist church. 
This was the only Baptist church in Oregon until 1846. The Rev. Vincent 
Snelling, a Baptist minister, came with the immigration of 1844, and was, as far 
as is known, the first Baptist clergyman in Oregon. C. H. Mattoon, Baptist 
Annals of Oregon I:i, 2, 30, 43. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:421, 466. 

74 The author was right as to the absence of public state instruction. This 
did not come until much later. The first school in Oregon supported by a public 
tax was opened in Milton, near St. Helens, Columbia County, September 15, 
1851. G. H. Himes; Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:35; I:aoi, 325. 

75 The first Catholic priests came to Oregon m 1838. One of these, Blanchet, 
was created Archbishop of Oregon in 1843. In 1844 a company of five priests, a 
number of lay brothers, and six sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, came from 
Europe. The "two ecclesiastics" referred to by the author were possibly Fathers 
Blanchet and Demers, who had come in 1838. Several others, notably Rev. P. J. 
De Smet, came to the country between 1838 and the arrival of the party of 1844. 
Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. I:3'5. 3*7- 
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period, schools should be established under pious teachers, and, 
as soon as practicable, one should be founded on liberal prin- 
ciples, adapted to the wants of the country and especially to 
the demands of our own denomination, which should rise with 
the demands of the people till it shall eventually furnish the 
means for a complete education. Should congress pass the 
land bill, which has so long been before both branches of our 
national legislature, 76 I trust we shall find friends to the Baptist 
cause sufficient to carry out such a plan without materially 
detracting from our ministerial usefulness. 

While other denominations are directing their energies to 
evangelize the natives and half-breeds, 77 I think Baptist mis- 
sionaries should not look on with indifference in this work of 
blessing the remnants of these once numerous tribes. If any- 
thing more can be done, a way may be opened for the suc- 
cessful introduction of missionaries in the most favored posi- 
tions and thereby effect a great saving of time and expense 
to the cause of missions. I will not multiply. But you will 
allow me to say that Upper California is becoming a place of 
great attraction to western emigrants, and among them are 
Baptists who will ever pray for the ordinances as they were 
delivered. I am personally acquainted with some of these, 
who are inquiring whether the Home Missionary Society will 
not appoint them as missionaries. We shall become acquainted 
with these brethren in our journey, and a correspondence at 
least may be kept up with them by which we may learn the 
wants of that country. We hope soon to form churches which 
will relieve your Board, in part at least, of sustaining us, and 
it shall be one part of our duty to teach the brethren that the 
gospel is a sacrificing system. As to the amount it may re- 
quire from your Board to enable us to live the second year, 



76 There had been at several times bills before Congress providing for grants 
of lands to settlers in Oregon. The reference here must be to the Atchison bill 
in the Senate, and possibly to an Oregon bill in the House — neither carried. No 
Oregon donation land grant act was passed until the famous act of 1850. Bancroft, 
Hist, of Ore. 1:379, 384, 386, 388; II:26o. 

77 The reference here is, of course, to the earlier Protestant missions in 
Oregon — those of the Methodists and of the American Board. He seems here 
not to be thinking of the Roman Catholic missions to the Indians. 
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so far as I am concerned, it shall be left to your Board and 
myself to decide when God shall in his wisdom make known 
to us our duty. I expect, if I am faithful to God, you will 
appreciate it; if not, your aid in my support must necessarily 
cease. Your Board will give me their instructions and make 
known their wishes. 

We are making preparations for the journey. The winter 
yields us the hope at least that we shall have an early spring. 
We must be ready to leave this place as soon as the first day 
in April. It would be desirable that the draft of which you 
speak in yours of Nov. 29 should be here by the first of March 

Yours as ever, 

Ezra Fisher, 

P. S. — I made my last quarterly report on the 16th of Dec. 
and requested you to forward me a draft of thirty-six dollars 
and forty cents ($36.40) for the two last quarters, after de- 
ducting $13.60 which I have received in this region. 

N. B. — I have one farther request. Will your Board for- 
ward me a draft for my services with this people up to the 
first of April when the other draft is forwarded and let me 
mail my report just before I leave? I will here say that my 
time will be necessarily somewhat interrupted in making 
preparations for the journey, but I hope to be able to spend 
most of the time in the ministry. 

Yours, 

E. F. 

Rock Island, 111., March 14, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

I proceed in brief to make out my quarterly report for 
the quarter ending this day, being the third quarter of the 
year. 

I have labored all the time, except so much as has been 
necessary for me to make preparations for our journey to 
Oregon; and these labors have made much larger drafts 
on my time than they would in N. Y. where everything can 
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be readily obtained and every brother is ready to give timely 
assistance. I have spent no time in my private business be- 
yond the above named labors, and they probably have cost 
me 135 miles' travel and three weeks' time, yet I have met 
all my regular preaching appointments and most of the prayer 
meeting appointments, but my pastoral visits have been neg- 
lected, to my grief. But such must be or I must abandon the 
desired enterprise. Preached 21 sermons and have been 
assisted by several visiting brethren on Sabbaths; 12 prayer 
meetings, 8 conference meetings, 5 covenant meetings and 
traveled 124 miles ; no hopeful conversions among my people ; 
none baptised; received none by letter. Monthly concert is 
attended at one place, Rock Island church. Made 48 religious 
visits. . . . Assisted in the organization of the Pine 
Bluffs Church in the south part of this county on the first 
Sabbath in February, and in the ordination of Br. Cyrus G. 
Clarke as their pastor. Addressed the church on the occasion 
and gave the charge to the candidate. . . . Received 
nothing from any auxiliary soc. toward my support, but about 
$30 . . . from subscriptions. Have one Bible class and 
about 12 scholars, two Sabbath schools and about 50 scholars 
and 7 teachers. The church at Rock Island are making ar- 
rangements to finish the house they purchased last summer 
and will probably be able to occupy it by June next. 

I wrote you about two months ago requesting you to for- 
ward in advance of the report the amount of my salary up 
to the first of April in a draft in connection with the advance 
draft for my salary next year. But as yet I have received 
neither. Will you forward me the draft immediately, if you 
have not done it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ezra Fisher, 
Missionary at Rock Island. 

N. B. — I have received no letter from you since the 29 of 
Nov. In a letter of the 4th of Nov. you informed me that 
my salary would be paid in advance about the month of 
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Feb. or March and in one you requested me to make every 
preparation necessary [for the Oregon journey.] I have 
done so as far as my means will allow and am now waiting 
with great anxiety to receive the drafts to enable me to finish 
the outfit. The little property I had I sold at a great sacrifice 
and the outfit is more expensive than I anticipated, but, if 
the draft or drafts reach this place in season, we can be ready 
in ten or twelve days for the journey ; we are anxiously ex- 
pecting them every mail. We ought to be on the way as soon 
as two or three weeks from this at farthest, but must 
stay till your instructions reach me here. 78 The 4th of April 
is the day fixed upon for our departure from this place. We 
feel that we need greatly the prayers of your Board, especially 
that Heaven may bless the mission. I am more and more 
convinced of the importance of the enterprise and that God 
only can sustain and give us success. You will forgive my 
importunity. I know not how to lay over on suspense another 
year. I fear I am too solicitous ; if so, may God forgive. Br. 
Johnson is probably on his way at this time to Independence, 
Missouri, where I hope to join him, God permitting. 

Your unworthy brother in Christ, 

Ezra Fisher. 



March 14, Evening. Just received my commission and 
regret that I had not known three weeks ago that in this 
case your Board would not have violated their usual . . . 
rule. I shall stay in this place till you forward me the order, 
or order N. B. Stanford to receive the draft for me and 
order it paid, which I think he will do. In this case, I shall 
write you to that effect before leaving. 

Yours in the gospel, 

Ezra Fisher. 



78 The emigrants for Oregon left as early in the Spring as possible to reach 
Oregon before the winter rains. Some left as early as March, others as late as 
May. See Johnson and Winter, in Ore. Hist. Soe. Quar. VII :68. 



396 Ezra Fisher 

Rock Island, 111., March 22d, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

I received the commission dated Feb. 1st and 28th, and 
read it with mingled emotions of pleasure and regret. 

By that it appears there is some little misunderstanding be- 
tween you and me relative to the time when my quarterly re- 
ports become due. I know the commission under which I 
have been laboring the last nine months was dated the 1st 
of May; but, my time of service under the former appoint- 
ment of six months not having expired till the fifteenth of 
June, I have made all my quarterly reports to correspond 
with that date. Hence my quarterly report which you ex- 
pected to be due the first of Feb. was not due till the 15th 
of March. Yet, not having heard from you after my inquiry 
of January 10th, I prepared my report one day before the 
time in order to get it into the mail at as early a date as 
practicable, and on that evening the commission appointing 
me a missionary to Oregon arrived, in which you stated that 
you would hold back the draft of $300 a few days. I greatly 
hope that I shall find it in the office on the arrival of the 
next mail, as the time has now arrived that traveling is tolerably 
good and I have exhausted all my pecuniary means in the 
preparation for the journey at a great sacrifice of my prop- 
erty, and that cheerfully, and have already incurred as many 
debts as I dare till the draft arrives; yet I have to buy all 
my flour, some clothing and other articles which must be 
procured before we start. You may judge what my anxiety 
must be on the arrival of every mail when I find that it con- 
tains nothing for me. I wrote a letter and put it in the hands 
of Br. Byron of Dubuque, which you have undoubtedly re- 
ceived before this. 

I forgot to state the sum which will be due me on the first 
of April, but you will see that it will be $29.00, by a reference 
to my report. I have made arrangements with Mr. Napoleon 
B. Buford to take the draft out of the post office and order 
it paid in his own name instead of mine. When you receive 
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an order from me to pay $29 to N. B. Buford on a draft 
given for my services up to the first day of April, you will 
please pay the said $29 and take the draft, whatever may be 
the face of the draft, without any power of attorney from 
me to said Buford. 

Yours under date of Nov. 14th, 1844, says : "Yours of 16th 
of Sept. was laid before our Ex. Board at their last meeting 
and your request to have your salary commence at the time 
of your starting for Oregon was agreed to." But in the 
commission you state, "for the period of twelve months to 
receive three hundred dollars from the said Board, or at 
that rate per annum, the time to commence as soon as you 
reach the territory, the* above sum to cover traveling expenses 
and salary and you to derive the remainder of your support 
from the people among whom you labor." 

Now I have sacrificed at least $300 in preparation for the 
journey, and my pecuniary means are so reduced that I must 
break at least $100 or $150 on the salary to be ready to start ; 
and then we have a wilderness of 2500 miles to cross, with 
not a single church organization to receive us and provide 
even our bread. Now I leave your Board to say whether of 
the two letters shall define the time in which my salary shall 
commence. The sacrifice is made and I shall go, God being 
my helper, and do what I can. I do not faint or feel dis- 
couraged. It is not absolutely certain whether we go by 
Council Bluffs or Independence, Missouri. 79 You will do well 
to address me one letter to Independence to the care of Eld. 
Hezekiah Johnson, and another to Council Bluffs, immediately 
on the reception of this. I suppose you are advised that Mr. 
Zuron [Jason] Lee 80 has been at Washington the past winter 

79 These were convenient points on the frontier for reaching the Platte River 
Valley, along which was the first part of the trail to Oregon. Independence had 
for some years been the rendezvous for those starting west on the Santa Fe 
trail, and in fact to all points in the Rocky Mountain region and beyond. Overton 
Johnson and W. H. Winter, Route Across the Rocky Mountains, in Ore. Hist. 
Soc. Quar. VII :6$. Bancroft, Hist, of Arizona and New Mexico, 329. 

' 80 Jason Lee, prominent in the Methodist mission in Oregon, had been in 
the East since May, 1844, on business connected with Oregon and the mission. 
He died March 12, 1845. The Methodist Institute, the forerunner of Willamette 
University, was organized in February, 1842. Wm. D. Fenton and H. W. Scott, 
on Jason Lee, in Oregon Hist. Soc. Quar. VII 1237, 239, 263. See also note 95. 



398 Ezra Fisher 

for the purpose of obtaining a grant of land in Oregon for 
an Oregon Institute— Methodist, of course. You will be let 
into the secret by turning to the President's message, with 
the accompanying documents, from page 492 to page 495 
inclusive. Please be at the trouble to obtain it from some 
of the political printing offices in your city and read it. Then 
ask the Baptists of the United States if it is not time for 
Baptists to look to Oregon. 

Yours respectfully, 

Ezra Fisher. 

Rock Island, 111., March 31st, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

At the request of the members of the Board of the Iowa 
Convention, I now sit down in great haste and in the midst 
of confusion and a little anxiety, to write you a private letter, 
presenting in brief the views of the members of the local 
board in Davenport relative to the future operations of your 
Board in Iowa. We have been contemplating our field of 
labor with a prayerful interest, but we cannot do less than 
feel emotions of gratitude for the liberal patronage your Board 
has extended to it. Yet we feel convinced that all your funds 
are not the most judiciously appropriated. . . . We believe 
that the present year you will expend from $1300 to $1700 
in the bounds of our convention, including Rock Island Asso- 
ciation, and yet numbers of the most important fields of labor 
are entirely unreached — Burlington, and at present Iowa 
City, Fort Madison and the entire county of Lee, with a pop- 
ulation falling but little short of 10,000 souls. It is the decided 
opinion of the brethren of the Board that some changes ought 
to take place, so that these points may effectually be reached 
and the cause sustained in them. 

We think there is another defect, although we are far from 
charging your Board as being in any measure the cause, — 
yet we think you may be the cause, when the defect is pointed 
out. The appropriation of just $100 per annum to your 
missionaries irrespective of the place they occupy and other 



Correspondence 399 

contingencies, with a few exceptions, we think, might be im- 
proved upon. We cannot find it in our hearts to disapprove 
of the appointments of your missionaries, except, perhaps, in 
one or two instances. Yet we feel that moer regard should in- 
future be had to the position the missionary occupies. We 
know of instances where we think $50 would afford as much 
relief to a missionary's family as $100 or $150 would, were 
the same man to occupy another and more important field. 
. . . We then would say that we would recommend the 
appointment of missionaries with appropriations varying in 
proportion to circumstances. If a minister is to sustain the 
cause in Burlington or Fort Madison or Galena or Blooming- 
ton, he must have more than $100 from your Board, or we 
think little that is permanent will be effected, and you will 
retain in the older states those very men for the want of 
whom the cause must suffer in our Territory. We think in 
a few cases appointments might be made with an appropriation 
of but $50 from your Board, and through that medium you 
might be enabled to do more towards fully sustaining men 
in more important points. Could you visit our prairie country 
and see its peculiarities, you would feel the force of these 
views. The great amount of labor must be performed in the 
populous points and from these reach less populous places. 

We hope at our next anniversary to effect another object, 
to wit: That the convention will be prepared to instruct her 
Board not to recommend the appointment of ministers to labor 
in the bounds of any church who will not pledge themselves 
to raise a sum equal to 25 cents for each member to aid the 
present Society over and above the amount they pledge for 
the support of their minister direct. 

We have now two applications pending which are not ap- 
proved, either for want of information relative to the applicant 
or from informality in the application, which may soon be 
in your hands. You understand this is a private letter and 
will not therefore publish it. 

One word respecting myself. I received the commission 
more than two weeks since, but as yet the draft has not reached 
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me, and tomorrow companies from this state will commence 
their journey and we have fixed on next Thursday to leave 
this place, but must wait till the draft reaches us. We have 
disposed of all our little possessions and all our furniture at 
about half their value, to be ready, and are still in suspense 
whether we shall be able to enter upon our anticipated field 
of labor. We sometimes fear the draft is in the bottom of 
the lake or has miscarried. You may imagine with what 
anxiety we wait each returning mail and what are our feel- 
ings of disappointment as we return from the office unpro- 
vided for. We try to feel that the hand of the Lord is in all 
this. Sometimes I feel to say "Thy Will, O Lord be done." 
Yet our constant prayer is, If it please Thee O Lord, grant 
us the desire of our hearts and give us seasonably the s means 
necessary to the prosecution of our journey. Should the next 
mail bring the draft, we must be delayed a few days beyond 
the appointed time. You have undoubtedly forwarded the 
draft before this. 

Yours truly, 
Ezra Fisher. 

N. B. — Perhaps it is not the will of the Lord that I should 
go; if so, I should submit, yet my heart is in the work and it 
will be time enough for me to learn that fact when I find 
the door is shut. Till then, I am bound to act up to a con- 
viction of duty in view of the importance of the field before 
me. Should the draft go back to you with my name on its 
back, you will not pay it till you hear from me by letter, as 
I shall write you immediately on the receipt of the draft that 
you may learn the time of our departure. 

E. Fisher. 

Rock Island, April 5th, 1845. 
Dear Br. Brabrook: 

At the request of Dr. Witherwax and others I take my 
pen to address you a line in great haste. The church in 
Davenport are still destitute and perhaps have been rather 



Correspondence 401 

difficult to please as a whole, yet they greatly need a minister, 
and the Territory as much need a leading mind in the denom- 
ination who may exercise a father's care and kindness toward 
our esteemed young brethren in the ministry. Now I hardly 
know what to write you. I would not draw you away from 
a very responsible and important post to occupy a less im- 
portant one. Yet, should you determine to settle as a pastor, 
I feel greatly desirous that an effectual door may be opened 
for you in Iowa. The church at Davenport and in this place 
cannot unite in the support of one man ; each would claim the 
services and residence of the minister. And the field is so 
wide in this vicinity that our brethren feel that they must 
have a man all the time on this side the river. Perhaps they 
judge correctly. I have no doubt from the acquaintance I 
have with the brethren in Danevport that they are prepared 
to give you a unanimous call to settle with them, provided 
they can raise the means for your support. 

The Church in Bloomington will probably be left destitute 
before long, at longest in the month of June. It is the object 
of this letter to elicit from you a reply to a few questions. Are 
you determined to continue in your present agency? If not, 
would you regard it duty to settle in Iowa, provided you 
could be supported at a commanding point? Should the 
churches of Davenport and Bloomington unite in giving you 
a call, could you consent to supply the two churches thirty 
miles asunder, but with an excellent road on the bank of the 
river? Dr. Witherwax says their church would wait six 
months, if they knew you would settle with them at the ex- 
piration of that time. He also thinks that your support might 
be raised by adopting that plan. Please write Dr. W. in 
answer to this, as I shall probably be on our long journey 
before you will be able to have a letter reach this place. We 
are only waiting a draft from N. Y. which we are expecting 
every mail. Do not fail to attend our convention at Bloom- 
ington the first of June. May God direct you according to 
his holy will. Pray for us that our enterprise may be under 
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the fostering care of the Almighty and be greatly blessed of 
the Lord. 

Yours in gospel bonds, 

Ezra Fisher. 

N. B. — Please stir up Brs. Bailey, Sherwood, Rogers and 
Crane to attend our convention. 

Done by request of those who love the cause of Christ in 
Iowa. 

Davenport, April 12th. 
Dear Br.: 

We are now here on our way for Oregon. We feel alone, 
as Br. Johnson does not go this spring, in consequence of the 
ill health of his wife. But if God is with us, all will be well. 
You see by Br. Witherwax's letter the state of feelings of 
this church in relation to you. I trust God will direct you. 
You will not fail to attend the convention at least. I failed 
of taking up the collection for the magazine, as I expected, 
through a variety of causes, but will leave the money with Dr. 
W. for the two volumes. I would be glad to have it here 
after sent to me to Oregon, if you can direct ; if not, it must 
be discontinued at present. Should you finally think it your 
duty to come to this territory, perhaps you will do well not 
to expect anything positively from Bloomington. 

Yours truly, 

Ezra Fisher. 

P. S. The brethren here wish to have you come to this 
place and devote your labors entirely to this place and the 
immediate vicinity. 

Yours, 
E. Fisher. 
Addressed on back : 

Elder Brabroook, 

Upper Alton, 
ILL 
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Rock Island, 111., April 11th, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

Yours of March 29th came to hand the last mail. I had 
made arrangements with Br. E. F. Calkins to advance the 
funds on the drafts and consequently we were almost ready 
for our long and laborious journey. Our clothing and pro- 
visions are all loaded and we expect to cross the river early 
in the morning. I am almost worn down by the fatigues of 
preparation, but trust with common blessings to improve when 
once on our journey. We hope to be able to reach Independence 
before the last company leaves for Oregon. 81 

I will make the report up to the present from March the 
14th in brief. I have preached eleven sermons. Spent most 
of my time in preparation for my journey. Delivered one 
public address at the request of the citizens of Davenport on 
the subject "Agricultural and Commercial and Moral Pros- 
pects of Oregon." Attended six prayer and two conference 
meetings. Visited six families. Attended Sabbath school 
twice and addressed the school once. Received three dollars 
towards my salary. All the remaining ... I am pained 
to say my press of business obliges me to leave unattended 
to. I regret exceedingly that I should have been the cause 
of the slightest disquietude, either to yourself or the Board. 
I trust I have the soul of a Christian and would not willingly 
wound the feelings of an enemy, much less those of the 
guardians of the cause of American Baptist missions. If I 
know my own heart, I have only sought explanations, and the 
farthest possible would I be from censuring either you or 
the Board. You say we do not find any memorandum of a 
letter of the 4th of Nov. I have a letter now in my hand 
dated the 4th of Nov., 1844, and in the one under date of 
Nov. 29 you state : "I wrote you on the 2d instant etc." Now 
I think you may find your memorandum by referring 
to the 2nd of Nov. instead of the 4th. After leaving 
Syracuse, where I last parted with you personally, I did not 



8 1 See note 78. 
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reach Iowa so soon by some weeks as I expected in con- 
sequence of the extremely bad traveling. Your appointment 
was here some time before my arrival. I consequently re- 
ported from the time I commenced labor in the territory and 
not from the time of the date of the commission, and when 
I received the commission of the 1st of May I finished the 
six months' service before I commenced reporting under that 
commission, and I suppose there is the place where originated 
all our misunderstanding. I therefore supposed my former 
reports had been acceptable, hence I supposed you would not 
expect a quarterly report before the 15th of March. Had 
I known your expectations I should most cheerfully have 
reported the 1st of February. You sent me a draft of $41.67, 
yet according to my calculation but $31.70 would be my due 
up to the present date and but $29 up to the 1st of April. As 
the expense of my outfit has been much greater than I ex- 
pected and the sum I will have to take with me after the 
making of the outfit is so small, I concluded to order the 
whole paid and will be willing to make the deduction from 
the next appointment's salary, should your Board request it. 
I shall start from this place with about $240.00 and we shall 
be at about $50 charges in getting to Independence. In view 
of my pecuniary situation the friends in this place gave me a 
collection for my personal benefit amounting to about $8.70, 
after preaching a sermon on the subject of the Oregon Mission, 
and after a similar manner the people in Davenport raised me 
about $11.60, as a token of sympathy for me in the sacrifice 
they regard me now making. I name this that you may see 
that our friends here approve of our undertaking and bid us 
God speed. I regret exceedingly that Br. Johnson will not 
go this year. 

Yours, 
Ezra Fisher. 

N. B. I trust I shall soon have a fellow laborer, and that I 
now have the prayers of all the members of the Board. I 
feel often greatly to distrust my adaptation to so important 
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an enterprise, yet I trust God is my helper, and only through 
his strength shall I prove a blessing to the cause of our precious 
Redeemer. 

Yours E. F. 

St. Joseph, 82 Missouri, on the East Bank of Missouri River, 

May 14, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

We left Rock Island on the 5th of April. Spent the Sabbath 
in Davenport, where I preached twice. Were affectionately 
received by the brethren, and on the 7th commenced our 
journey, after singing a missionary hymn and publicly com- 
mending ourselves, and the mission we anticipate to the care 
of Him who rules the hearts of men, being accompanied on 
our way two miles by three brethren and seven miles by 
another. Rested and preached [on Sabbaths] except the last, 
when we were obliged to pitch our tent, on the preceding 
evening, two miles from timber in the midst of a broad 
prairie. Our journey has been fatiguing, yet on the whole 
our health has improved. We have now 14 wagons in com- 
pany and suppose there are at least 50 behind; yet, lest we 
may be disappointed in failing to fall in with their company, 
we have judged it prudent to move oyer into the Indian 
Territory immediately. And now while I am writing in my 
tent some of the teams are crossing the Missouri river. We 
find our route will be something more than 100 miles nearer 
and at the same time impeded with less water courses than 
it would have been by Independence. Therefore I suppose 
I have failed of receiving an important letter from you. I 
trust, however, that you will forward me a letter to Oregon 
City, Oregon Territory, by ship, through the medium of 
the Methodist Mission Agency in your city, so that I may 
receive it on my arrival at that place. 



82 St. Joseph and other points along the Missouri in this vicinity, such as 
Independence, Liberty and Westport, were frequent points of rendezvous, as 
they were convenient places from which to start up the Platte Valley, the emi- 
grant route. See also note 79. 
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The spirit of immigration is great this year, yet it is im- 
practicable to tell exactly the number of souls which will cross 
the mountains this summer. 83 200 wagons have already passed 
this place and the immediate vicinity, and probably twice that 
number have passed Independence. It is judged that from 
5000 to 15000 souls will pass the mountains this summer. Br. 
Johnson probably will not go this summer, yet I trust that he 
will next spring. If not, I think your Board will not delay 
to have a missionary ready next spring for Oregon. I am 
more and more convinced of the importance of the enterprise 
and desire to become more like our Divine Master in temper 
and activity in His cause. But God must bless, or all is in 
vain. The care of the camp at this particular time urges 
brevity. When we arrive at Fort Laramie I will probably 
write you again. I hope to be able to keep a journal through 
my journey. 

Yours in great haste, 

Ezra Fisher. 

Indian Territory, Nemaha Agency, 25 miles west of St. Joseph, 

Mo., May 23, 1845. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

At the suggestion of Br. Johnson, I submit to you the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting of the New London Emigration 
Company for Oregon, of which Br. Johnson and myself, with 
our families, form a part. 

At a meeting of the emigrants convened at this place, on 
motion Elder E. Fisher was called to the chair and J. H. 
Rinearson was appointed secretary. 

On motion a committee of seven were appointed to draft 
a constitution and rules for the government of the company 
on their way to Oregon, to wit : Ezra Fisher, A. Hackelman, 
Eckenburg, Knox, Gallaheir, Hezekiah Johnson and Wm. 
Bruck. Adjourned to 2 o'clock P. M. 



83 The immigration to Oregon in 1845 was the largest up to that time. 
Bancroft says that it numbered about 3,000. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:508. 
About 150 more went to California. Bancroft, Hist, of Cat. IV:S7i. British 
officers in Oregon in 1845-6 estimated the immigration at 3,000. Warre and 
Vavasour, ed. by J. Schafer, in Or*. Hist. Soc. Quar. X:$o. 
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2 o'clock P. M. company convened; the chairman called 
to order. The committee submitted the following constitution 
and rules which were unanimously adopted: 84 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1st. This Company shall be called the New London 
Emigrating Company for Oregon. 

Art. 2d. All persons uniting with company shall be bound 
by the regulations hereinafter provided. 

Art. 3d. All male members over the age of sixteen years 
shall have the right to vote in the business transactions of the 
company. 

Art. 4th. The officers of this company shall consist of a 
Captain, Lieutenant, Orderly Lieutenant, Sergeant of the 
Guard, Engineer and a Committee of Five, who shall be elected 
each four weeks; except the Engineer and Sergeant of the 
Guard, who shall be appointed by the Captain. 

Art 5th. Captain to maintain good order and strict discipline, 
and to enforce all rules adopted by this company. It shall be 
the duty of the Lieutenant to take charge of the cattle and to 
call out a sufficient number of men and boys not engaged in 
driving teams to drive and take care of the loose cattle, and 
he shall be subject to the order of the Captain. It shall be 
the duty of the Orderly Sergeant to keep a fair roll of the 
names of all the men subject to duty. It shall be the duty of 
the Engineer to remove any obstruction in the road and select 
the most suitable places for encampment. It shall be the duty 
of the Committee to settle all matters of difference between 
two or more persons in said company, according to the evi- 
dence in the case. Any person or persons that may feel them- 
selves aggrieved at the decision of the Committee shall have 
the right of appeal to the company, provided that parties in 
dispute shall not be allowed to vote, and a decision of a ma- 



84 It was customary for the emigrant parties to adopt constitutions. One of 
the emigration of 1844, for instance, was published in the New York Herald in 
January, 1845, and the author may have seen it, for the two constitutions resem- 
ble each other in many ways. Ore. Hist. Sec. Quar. 111:407. 
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jority of the voters shall be final except in criminal cases, 
which shall require a vote of two thirds. 

Art. 5th. Those who have loose cattle shall provide hands 
to drive in proportion to the number owned. 

Art. 6th. Any person attaching himself to this company 
shall be bound not to take more than one quart of ardent 
spirits to each person in his family, and in no case shall any 
individual let it be known to the Indians that there is any in 
the company; and it shall be the duty of the judicial com- 
mittee to examine each wagon to see that this article is not 
violated. 

Art. 7th. When the company may have opportunity to 
hold religious assembles, any person violating the rules of 
decorum or disturbing such worshiping congregation shall be 
taken into custody by the judicial committee and shall be 
dealt with according to its decision; and it shall be the duty 
of the company to rest on each Sabbath except in cases of 
emergency. 

Art. 8th. This constitution may be altered or amended at 
any regular meeting of the company by a vote of two thirds 
of the legal voters. 

Br. Johnson and family are here and our company will move 
forward tomorrow. 

Our company consists of 50 wagons, 214 souls, and about 
666 head of cattle. 275 wagons have already passed this 
point before us, and about 1000 souls. It is uncertain how many 
have left Independence. We have heard of one company 
which left that place with 500 wagons and another which have 
left, the number not yet learned at this place. 

We have in our company 30 Baptist professors, including 
Br. Johnson's family and my own, 5 Methodists, 2 Presby- 
terians, 2 Cumberland Presbyterians, 5 Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians, 2 Seceeders, 1 Anti-missionary Baptist, 1 
Campbellite Baptist and 1 Dunkard Baptist. 
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Last year an Elder Snelling from the Platte country moved 
to Oregon with a small organized Baptist church. 85 

Yours respectfully, 

Ezra Fisher. 

N. B. Will you publish this entire in the Baptist Advocate. 
I suppose our company is the first that ever observed the 
Lord's day in crossing the Rocky Mountains. We feel that 
we need your prayers. 

The Indian Agent, Major Wm. P. Richardson, has rendered 
us every facility and has invited us to participate in the hospi- 
tality of his family. His wife is an excellent Methodist lady. 
We have been here one week. In about 150 miles we shall 
probably find a hard gravel road and short buffalo grass, 
salt enough for our stock. You will probably hear from us 
when we reach Fort Laramie, 650 miles from this. 

Yours truly, 

Ezra Fisher. 

We are all in good health and the company in fine spirits. 
I spent last Sabbath with the Presbyterian Mission at this 
place and preached once, and, on Wednesday last, attended 
prayer meeting at his place and we had an affecting scene. I 
addressed the meeting about twenty minutes. Mr. Hamilton, 
the superintendent, is a godly man. 

Fort Laramie, 88 Indian Territory, July 10, 1845. 
Dear Br. : 

By the grace of God we have been preserved through 
dangers and fatigues about 1000 miles on our journey and we 
are now in comfortable health, although Mrs. Fisher has had 
a slight attack of the fever occasioned no doubt from exposure 
and excessive fatigues on the Platte river. The multiplied 
labors of the camp and the great anxiety of the emigrants 



85 See note on letter of Jan. 10, 1845. This was either incorrect informa- 
tion, or the church disbanded on or before reaching Oregon, as the first Baptist 
church in Oregon was organized in May, 1844. The next two were organized in 
1846. 

86 Fort Laramie was not the present city of Laramie, but was a fur traders' 
post on the south side of the Platte, near its junction with the Laramie fork. 
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opportunity of performing anything like missionary labor 
on our way. In this respect we are somewhat disappointed, 
yet we hope to exert in some measure a restraint over them 
which will be salutary hereafter. When we left the Nimaha 
Agency, we hoped to be able to influence the company in 
which we then were to rest on the Lord's day, but we soon 
found that every circumstance was construed into a case 
of emergency, except those manifest providences in which it 
became impracticable to move. You can have no conception 
of the influence such a journey exerts for the time being 
to progress on their journey almost entirely preclude the 
upon the character of moral, and even professedly Christian 
men. Every man's interest seems to conflict with that of his 
neighbor, and still they must live in a community to a certain 
extent. We have preached but three Sabbaths since we left 
the Nimaha Agency, and been constrained, notwithstanding 
every remonstrance, to travel a few miles, sufficient to throw 
the camp in confusion every other Sabbath. But the days 
of this pilgrimage are comparatively short, and we hope and 
trust the trials will the better fit us for faithfully serving our 
common Lord in the land to which we are directing our steps. 
May Almighty God grant us the desire of our hearts. 

Our roads since we crossed the Missouri river have been 
the best we ever saw in any country, and at present our 
greatest fears are that the long season of drought will render 
the feed so poor and scarce that our cattle will suffer. We 
have suffered but little for want of water as yet, and we are 
now approaching a region of springs and perpetual snow, so 
that we have but little to fear from that score. We expect 
it will be at least twelve or thirteen weeks more before we 
reach the field of our future labors, and we know not whether 
we shall be able to write you again till that time. I am 
now writing seated on a buffalo robe in the open air under 
a scorching sun. (I would suppose the thermometer would 
range between 86° and 96°), with the bottom of a fallen 
wash tub in my lap for a table and in the midst of the con- 
fusion of the camp. You must therefore tax your patience 
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in deciphering these hieroglyphics. Our wagons are now un- 
dergoing repairs, having become shrunk almost beyond your 
conception by protracted and excessive heat from the sun and 
sand. Probably in two days we shall be on our line of march. 
As near as we can calculate, about 600 wagons are in advance 
of us and probably about 100 are behind us, and it will be 
almost a fair estimate to reckon 425 souls to every hundred 
waggons. 87 

Yours in haste, 

Ezra Fisher. 

N. B. Br. Johnson and family are with us and in good 
health. He requests me to say that as he is preparing a letter 
for the Cross and Journal and his time is all employed in that 
and the multiplied cares of the camp,. he cannot write at this 
time. He sends his respects to yourself and Board. 

Your, E. F. 

Snake River, 7 miles above the Salmon Falls, Oregon Terri- 
tory, Sept. 12th, 1845. 

Dear Br. Hill: 

I this day am happy to meet Dr. White, 88 the Indian agent 
for Oregon, on his way to your city and Washington. It 
affords us peculiar pleasure to state to you and your Board 
that by the abounding grace of the All Wise God, Br. Johnson, 
myself and our families have been preserved through a 
fatiguing journey of about 2000 miles by ox team and that 
we are now in health and within about 670 miles of our 
journey's end. The fatigues of our journey perpetually press- 
ing upon us forbid our doing much directly by preaching the 
word of God, yet we hope soon to be placed where we may 
labor directly for the temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
new and rising colony with whom our interests are soon to 



87 This estimate was apparently nearly correct. See note 83. 

88 Elijah White, M. D., had arrived in Oregon in 1837 as a member of th« 
Methodist mission. He was appointed United States sub-Indian agent for the 
Oregon Country in 1842. He was now on his way to Washington bearing to 
Congress a memorial of the Legislature of the Provisional Oregon Government, 
and on business concerning his office. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:155. 354, 481-6. 
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be identified. We feel as much as ever interested in the en- 
terprise and our hopes are as high, although we feel con- 
vinced that we will have to meet all the peculiarities of a new 
country. 

May God give us grace to acquit ourselves faithfully in his 
fear. Dr. White gives a flattering account of the colony, as 
you will learn by a personal interview with him, which you will 
doubtless have. I have but a moment's time to write as our 
camps are on the eve of moving and Dr. W. is in the same 
condition. 

We hope to reach the place of our destination in about 8 
weeks, if God will give us a share in your petitions to the 
Father of all our blessings, that we may have grace to plant 
and water churches in the true apostolic spirit. 

I have not time to write to our relatives in the state of N. 
York. You will confer a favor on us and them should you 
insert a note in the Baptist Register stating that we are all in 
health. 

Yours respectfully, 

Ezra Fisher. 



